Hilltop Pet & Aquariums

Guinea Pig Information Sheet

43 Main South Road, O'Halloran Hill. South Australia.5158

Ph: (08) 8322 1888
Open Monday - Friday 9:30am-6pm Weekends & Public Holidays 10am - 5pm

Introduction
Guinea pigs are also known as cavies. Guinea Pigs are ideal first pets, especially fo
to care for, don't take up much room and are virtually smell free. ‘

Housing
A variety of hutches are available, including indoor and outdoor. Size

traditional ‘chicken wire' flooring, trays are a must as the flo
toes and legs.

Typical bedding used for Guinea Pigs is straw or pet.pin
conditions, so the bedding should be changed regula
Take care not to house Guinea Pigs in treated wood
to them.

Feeding
As a base diet, pellets or rabbit an
vegetables and grass (free from pe:
they should be offered fresh gras:
be removed after 24 hours.
Commonly fed vegetables i
too much can cause diarrhoe
Avoid feeding Guin

elery, broccoli and lettuce. Lettuce is best avoided as
ritional value.

Feeding (cont.).
Guinea Pig ¢
contaminatio
the bottle is s

t over. Bowls should be cleaned and refilled on a daily basis due fo possible
m bedding, excrement, etc. Gravity waterers should be refreshed daily or more often if
I and cannot hold much water.

Temperament
Guinea Pigs are social and affectionate creatures. They can become quite tame if correct handling and

tender loving care is used. Young children should be supervised when handling animals to ensure they are
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Temperament (cont.)
not rough and do not squeeze their pet. Guinea Pigs will enjoy gentle handling and calm down a lot more if
they are treated with care.

When Guinea Pigs come out for 'play time', it is very important to supervise them as they can be
mischievous little creatures. They must also be protected from any other family pets, e.g. the dog or the
cat, if necessary.

They can be housed alone, in pairs or in groups (cage size dependant). Females can be housed together.
Males can be kept together if they are housed with each other from a young age. They can have the
tendency to fight, especially if they have been mated with a female. Females can fight when they are in
heat. If you intend to keep a Guinea Pig by itself, it will need love and attention as they can become a
solitary animal, not inclined to handling.

Health
The general life span of a Guinea Pig is approximately 4-6 years
A Small Animal Wormer should be used every three months to

Vitamin C.
Guinea Pigs are prone to weather extremities, if i

become the breeding ground from varying
Pig, often leading to death.

Guinea Pigs can suffer from dry skin
using a Small Animal Shampoo.

uman dandruf bathing can be done every 8-12 weeks

Breeding
Breeding should not be
together otherwise they
Should you choose to bree
offered to the fem

tered ifito unless you

repared. Male and females should not be housed
le whlch will affect the mo‘rher‘ and the offspring.

Veterinarian

This brochure was put together by the staff of Hilltop Pet & Aquariums as a general guide to assist you in
raising your pet and advising requirements to keep your friend happy and healthy.

If you cannot provide the proper care and housing, we strongly suggest you not purchase the animal.

We have books available for sale should you require more information.
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