Hilltop Pet & Aquariums

Puppy Information Sheet

43 Main South Road, O'Halloran Hill. South Australia.5158

Ph: (08) 8322 1888
Open Monday - Friday 9:30am-6pm Weekends & Public Holidays 10am - 5pm

Purchasing a Puppy
Buying a puppy is an important step and you will need to observe several point
of your new family member.

Puppies should not be sold until 7-8 weeks of age due to the fact they
This is very important for their learning process. This is where they leal
they can go with their siblings (dominancy).

Check List for your new puppy:
1. Current food

Vaccination card

Worming tablets - intestinal and hea

Flea treatment

Collar and lead

ID. tag

Food and water bowls - t

NSO hswn

&

ction from the rain.

Day One at H
Puppies are tress when put through big changes such as moving home. They should be taken home
as quickly an uietly as possible. Once home, they should be left to check out their surroundings at
their own pace. They should not be left unattended with children or be handled for long periods of time or
handled roughly.
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Early Stress for Pups

Stress 1. Leaving home and siblings can cause stress so the transition should be made as smooth as
possible. To make this easier on the puppy, a plush toy (around the size of the puppy) should be purchased
and placed in with the puppies (prior to the puppy leaving) so it can be coated with the scent of their litter
mates, and taken home with them for familiarity. Please see staff for advice.

Stress 2: Change of diet. Changing the diet should be done gradually by decreasing their current food and
increasing the new food (hopefully a super premium diet) over a period of 7-14 days.

Feeding
As dog food contains calcium, vitamins, etfc, it must be the main part of the
calcium or vitamins. The “add hoc" supplementing of calcium powder is not reco
food has the correct dosage for your animal’s health.

We recommend Hills Science Diet for every stage of your dog's life. I
coat in great condition. Hills Science Diet is a super premium conce

waste as the majority of the ingredients are being absorbed by tk
Puppies should be fed three times a day and need to be on a p nths of age. If the

or vegemite) or small

It is best to remove the bowl 10 - 20 mi
‘fussy eaters’ and 'grazers’. If the d
overweight later in life due to the

ind leaving the bowl! out can lead to
eft out during the day, it can become

If the dog does not eat the foo d try again at the next meal time. Constant
If you do choose to change ly on, you should do so over a 7 to 14 day period
Any sudden changes in Th@ set stomach and can cause diarrhoea and vomiting

d not be given milk as animals are lactose intolerant and
milk can lead to s a. If you feel the need to give your puppy milk, only give it

specified pet
Fresh water

diets dogs s
ix and milk. Con‘ra

emium foods have cor‘r‘ec‘r proportions of all requirements.
ome vegetables (e.g. onions and potato peel), biscuits*, lollies, cooked bones, etc. can

Check with our staff or a veterinarian if in doubt of what to feed your new pup.
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Bedding

Plastic baskets, cotton baskets, trampoline beds or a cane baskets (cane is the easiest to chew) are some
of the common beds used. It should be placed in a warm, dry and draft free position, with a favorite toy.
When the puppy first arrives home, make the bed lumpy. This will then give them the comfort that they
are still sleeping with their litter mates.

If the dog is spending the night outside (which is not recommended until they have passed the puppy stage)
they should have a kennel. Insulated plastic is recommended for ease of cleaning. Regular checks should be
made for dampness and fleas, especially if the kennel is wooden.

Sleeping
As difficult as it may be, it is best to avoid getting up to attention seeking "I'm lo|
during the night. If you weaken they can continue the habit as they now know ho

" cries and whmes

Toilet Training
Monitor from the start, praise and/or treat when the dog is su
minutes after sleep, feeding, playing and excitement. One tell td|

dtogo5-10

will also sniff the floor when they don't need to go). As soon as signs take them to the
designated toilet site. ) ‘

When designating a site be sure to always take the:ptp (through the same door) every
time. This way they will identify the route with g ill get confused if you take
them out a different way every time which es for your puppy to be toilet
trained. This can be a very trying time but ke gain full control of their bladder
until after 6 months of age.

We have toilet training aids such c * : g drops available. Please see staff for
assistance.

Immunization
Your dog needs fo be i
vaccinated against Kennel

Hepatitis and Parvo Virus. They should also be

it once the dog is infected.
en but is only generally administered if your dog receives a

* weeks of age. This vaccination is only temporary therefore the
4* weeks of age. When vaccinating against Kennel Cough, a booster
of age. Boosters are required for all vaccinations yearly.

iffer between dlfferem‘ vefer'mar'y pr‘achces due to using different

uired at 16-18* we
ion schedules c

walked, until 14 days AFTER it is completely vaccinated (after the final puppy vaccination at 12-18 weeks,
depending on your veterinarian's vaccination schedule). Puppies are very vulnerable to contracting diseases
from unvaccinated dogs.

Always feel free to speak to our staff or your veterinarian if you have any concerns.
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Desexing
Male and female dogs should be desexed at 6 months of age. Desexing your dog at this age is strongly
recommended. Undesexed dogs are more likely to experience such problems as cancer (testicular and
mammary), tumors and other medical disorders that can be life threatening and very costly.

Desexing your dog can also make it more controllable and will stop unwanted pregnancies, which can lead to
expensive veft bills.

Desexing your puppy between 6 and 12 months of age is recommended becaus

are on heat.

Training

Start training as soon as the dog settles in. Reward by treats
immediate deep "NO" growl is best. This MUST be done immedic
done prior to you seeing it happen you should not discipline it as i
done wrong.
You should never use the puppies name when it has
between its name and doing something wrong. It w
Walking the dog should be started slowly as
| they are, different devices are
available including choker chains - which & ey are difficult to use correctly and

It is very important to note thdt these » mes are : important times of your puppy's life. What you
teach it and let it get away with now (i.e. sleeping® d!), will stick with the puppy for life.

Car Travel
When traveling in the car, t wear a safety car harness. This not only keeps the dog safe,

hich the driver and or dog have been killed/injured in the

Also keep in mind when puppies begin teething, they will require teething toys to keep them away from your
belongings and clothes.

Large Breed Puppies
Puppies such as Refrievers, Saint Bernards, Shepherds and any dog maturing over 25kg, are considered
large breed dogs. These dogs should be fed a specific large breed food. The large breed foods contain the
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Socialization

The most important time of a dog's life is the 8-14 week stage when the pup learns its social skills. The pup
should be introduced to other animals (under supervision) and friends, etc, during this period. Puppy
preschool is highly recommended.

As the pups are not fully immunized during this time, it is wise to ask your friends to wash their hands if
they have recently patted or handled another dog.

Worming
Puppies should be wormed every 2 weeks until 12 weeks of age, then every 3 months for the rest of their
life. When purchasing wormers make certain they cover all 11 intestinal worms including tfapeworms. Not all
worming products available treat all worms.

Fleas
Your puppy should be treated against fleas. It is better o prevent fl

fleas in the environment (bedding, etc) and because of th
powders are also available but only last up to 5 days.

Heart Worm
Heart worm prevention is a monthly treatment th f age. There are tablets,

ige of 6 months, heart worm

Grooming

Grooming should be done on a ependant (e.g. long hair/short hair) on how
often you will be required to do it. Di ; ishes, etc. are available to suit individual breeds.
Please feel free to discuss.their ifi rooming should begin at a young age to get them
used fo it. V

s. It is crucial that they get plenty of sleep. Remember that they are only
of their time sleeping.

Local councilt
at all times.
Micro-chipping is an excellent idea as it is a permanent way of identifying your dog and cannot be lost like
collars.

A rice-sized chip is implanted underneath the skin and an 'M’ tattoo is placed in the right ear to identify
that the dog is microchipped. Micro-chipping can be done at any ftime by the vet using local anaesthetic but
the tattoo can not be applied until the dog is under a full anaesthetic (e.g. at time of desexing).

e all dogs to be registered by 3 months of age and must wear ID and registration tags
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correct amount of vitamins, calcium, etc. required for these breeds. Incorrect amounts of these can lead
to arthritis and other medical problems as they get older.

It is important that you do not allow the puppy to jump up, go up and down stairs or play tug of war games
until they are fully grown as these movements can lead to bone problems and deformities.

Some large breed puppies need to stay on specific puppy food for 2-3 years. This is breed dependant.
Speak to your veterinarian regarding this.

Veterinary Care

You must be prepared to take any sick or injured animal to a vet without
further complications to the health of your pet.

Something that may begin as a minor problem can easily end up developing into something major, and
possibly life threatening, so it is advisable to contact your vet without delay. r

delay fo minimize any pain or

 health

raising your pet and advising requirements to keep your friend happy and

-

; he anif
We have books available for sale should you require more informatioh." £
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